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YOUR  COOPERATION  REQUESTED: 

In  this  newsletter  a special  form  asks  for  details  that  will  be  printed  in  our 
soon-to-be-produced  membership  roster. 

Additional  entries  for  the  Maurice  M.  Gould  Award  non-numismatic  publication  class- 
ification are  solicited  and  a ballot  asking  you  to  vote  for  two  directors  of  the 
Guild  is  included. 

WHY  NOT  COMPLETE  THE  FORMS  AT  ONCE?  TIME  IS  OF  THE  ESSENCE  AND  YOUR  COOPERATION  IS 
IMPORTANT  TO  THE  GUILD'S  SUCCESS. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
Dean  NLGens, 

Hopefully,  you  have  not  forgotten  the. 
once.-a-ye.an.  NLG  writing  aioand  content.  There 
one  not  06  many  entries  as  I Mould  like  at 
thi 6 coatting,  but  hopefully,  my  mailbox  will 
be  flooded  Mtthtn  the  balance  of  this  Meek. 

TkeAe  one  tome  applications  f on  member- 
ship pending  at  this  time  and  soon  youn 
bo  and  Mill  be  contacted  f on  approval.  My 
pnocedune  on  these  applications  Is  to  Malt 
until  I have  enough  o f them  to  contact  the 
bound  In  gnoups  of  four  on  five.  Please  let 
pnospective  membens  knoM  that  they  one  to 
send  In  thnee  samples  of  theln  published 
Mailings . Many  times  I neceive  applications 
that  one  not  complete.  This  only  sIoms 
the  alneady  sIom  pnocess. 

NLG  wishes  to  publicly  thank  Allen 
Conson  and  Leonand  Stealing  f on  theln 
contributions  to  the  tneasuny.  It  Is 
g notifying  to  know  these  two  appneciate 
NLG  In  tills  mannea. 

Have  you  ondened  youn  NLG  Bash  ticket 
for  this  yean' s event  in  Cincinnati? 

They  one  elongateds  and  can  be  ondened  from 
Lee  Mantin,  youn  Newsletter  Edlion,  at 


V.  0.  Box  661 , Beaumont,  CA  91113.  They 
one  modestly  priced  at  $5  pen  penson. 
This  includes  delightful  nepasts  plus, 
of  course,  the  entertainment  which 
could  never  be  measured  in  money ! 

Tickets  will  also  be  available  in 
Cincinnati . 

Don't  forget  to  attend  the  NLG 
Symposium  in  Cincinnati.  Votes  have 
been  annanged  for  both  of  oun  activities 
and  to  date  there  Is  not  the  competition 
for  time  slots  as  thene  has  been  in  the 
past. 

Sincerely, 

• • • 

Executive  Director 

* * * 
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WANTED 


B.  Michael  Thorne  asks  members  to 
submit  a source  for  publishers  of 
numismatic  books . He  has  an  outline 
and  prospectus  for  a book  but  hasn't 
received  much  cooperation  from  the 
publishers  he  has  contacted  thus  far 
Other  members  may  be  interested 
in  the  same  data,  so  please  forward 
any  sources  available  and  we  will 
be  happy  to  print  them  in^the  next 
newsletter . 


Vc 


OOPS! 


Vernon  L.  Brown  noted  a slip-up  in  the 
newsletter.  His  letter  follows: 

"In  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  ’News- 
letter' for  March-April  1980,  Vol.  13, 

No.  2,  page  7,  there  was  a paragraph  which 
read:  "The  First  Scrip  Money  to  be  self- 
liquidating  was  issued  March  8,  1933  by  the 
Franklin  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Franklin, 

Indiana " 

"According  to  my  study  of  Depression 
Scrip,*  the  first  self-liquidating  type  of 
scrip  was  issued  by  the  city  of  Hawarden,  Iowa 
in  October  1932.  It  issued  $300.00,  in  the 
$1.00  denomination,  to  which  a 3 cent  stamp 
had  to  be  affixed,  at  each  transaction.  The 
certificate  would  be  redeemed  for  $1.00,  by 
the  city  treasurer,  when  36  stamps  had  been 
attached  to  the  reverse.  They  were  used  as 
partial  payment  to  those  working  on  public 
projects  and  were  accepted  by  most  of  the 
merchants  of  the  town  at  face  value. 

"This  type  of  scrip  was  widely  used  in 
Iowa,  and  other  sections  of  the  country 
during  the  depression. 

"Thought  you  might  be  interested  in 
having  the  above  information. 

"*My  thesis  ’Scrip  and  Other  Forms  of 
Emergency  Currency  Issued  in  the  United 
States  During  the  Depression  Years  1931- 
1934.'  For  MBA  Degree  from  New  York  Univer- 
sity. 

"Kappen-Mitchell , 'Depression  Scrip  of 

the  United  States.'" 

* * * 


MEMBERSHIP  ACTIVITIES 

The  busier  the  man,  the  more  time  he  has 
to  help  others.  Walter  Perschke,  prominent 
numismatist,  purchaser  of  the  Brasher 
Doubloon,  and  President  of  Numisco,  Inc. , 
is  instructing  a class  in  numismatic  invest- 


ments:" A Viable  Alternative  in  These 
Inflationary  Times."  There  will  be 
other  classes  and  Perschke  will  discuss 
everything  from  detecting  counterfeit 

coins  to  grading  coins. 

* * * 


THE  NLG  BY-LINE 

All  too  o^ten  Guild  member  write 
artlcleA  and  neglect  the.  uac  ofa  "NLG" 
tn  their  by-line.  In  many  InAtanceA  -it:' 6 
the  policy  the  publication  not  to 
Include  the  InitialA . The  policy  1a  a 
Atrange  one  and  reaAonA  behind  it:  vary 
firom  "every  article  would  be  by-lined 
with  the  author' A name  and  ’NLG'"  to 
"It  openA  up  an  entiAe  area  and  every 
organization  would  want  their  InitialA 
afiter  the  writer' a name.” 

It' a not  poAAlble  to  argue  with 
publtAherA  who  have  every  right  to  follow 
their  own  viewpoint.  But  when  a magazine 
or  newA paper  1a  fortunate  enough  to  have 
a Guild  member  write  an  article,  they 
are  utilizing  one  o&  the  beAt  writers  In 
the  hobby  and.  that  £ act  Ahould  be  made 
known,  not  only  by  the  copy  but  by  the 
individual' a by- line  creditA . 

We  dofifi  our  collective  bonnelA  to 
Coin  World  and  World  ColnA;  both  publica- 
tion appear  to  be  allowing  Guild  members 

the  option  0/5  uAlng  "NLG". 

* * ¥ 

BOOK  REVIEWS 


We're  sorry  to  report  that  the 
mother  of  publisher  of  Irish  Numis- 
matics , Derek  Young,  passed  away 
January  16,  1980.  Mrs.  Young  was 
responsible  for  some  of  the  high- 
lights which  appeared  in  Irish 
Numismatics  over  the  years . 

Derek's  publication  is  very  informa- 
tive and  subscription  rates  are  $9.00 
for  six  issues  or  $12.00  air  mail. 

If  you'd  like  to  subscribe  to  this 
bi-monthly,  write  to  Stagecast 
Publications,  15  Eaton  Square,  Monks*- 
town , Dublin,  Ireland.  The  price 
trends  of  Irish  coinage  alone  are 
worth  the  price  of  subscription. 

Obol  Internat ional , 8 South 
Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago,  Illinois 
60603  continues  to  produce  some  of 
the  finest  classics  in  the  world  of 
numismatics.  Recent  publications 
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Book  Reviews .. Con t ' d . 

include  Becker  The  Counterfeiter. 

It  is  a reprint--price , $20.  More 
than  360  counterfeit  coins  are 
illustrated.  It's  of  special 
interest  to  collectors  of  ancient, 
medieval  and  modern  European  coins. 

Other  recent  releases  include 
Coins  of  the  Sultans  of  Gujarat. 

The  full  title  of  the  book  is 
Catalogue  of  the  Coins  in  the  Prince 
of  Wales  Museum  of  Western  India, 
Bombay.  It  is  an  exhaustive  study 
in  a field  generally  overlooked  by 
the  average  collector  of  world 
releases.  Price  for  this  154-page 
hardback  is  $40.  Included  are  a 
complete  guide  to  coin  legends, 
conversion  table  from  Moslem  to 
Christian  dates  and  a listing  of 
gold  coins  with  rarity  indications. 

Not  to  be  overlooked  is  another 
book , The  Electrum  of  Silver  Coins 
of  Chios  by  Agnes  Baldwin.  The  coin- 
age of  Chios  is  extensively  covered 
in  this  hardback  which  includes 
60  pages  plus  seven  pages  of  photo- 
graphs--$20.  In  case  you  are  as 
confused  as  your  editor  about  where 
Chios  is,  the  author  states  that  it 
was  the  chief  city  of  the  Island  of 
Chios  situated  on  the  Eastern  Coast 
Seaport  Erythrai  on  the  Ionian 
Mainland.  I'd  say  more,  but  frankly, 
outside  of  knowing  the  coins  are 
Greek,  the  technical  data  is  yours 
to  discern.  It  is  obvious  that 
extensive  research  is  involved,  the 
photos  are  crisp  and  clear  and  the 
book  is  beautifully  bound  and 
printed.  What  more  need  any 
researcher  ask? 

If  you  can  read  and  understand 
French,  you  will  want  the  reprint 
of  the  1905  edition  of  the  original 
of  the  Money  of  Athens  by  Ernest 
Baby lon--$20 . The  title  actually 
is  Origines  De  La  Monnaie  A Athenes. 
The  word  "classic"  is  used,  overused, 
and  abused  in  describing  quality 
books  but  the  term  truly  describes 
the  Obol  releases.  Any  library  will 
benefit  by  having  this  group  and 
others  included. 

The  Gale  Research  Company,  Book 
Tower,  Detroit,  Michigan  48226 
publishes  a wide  range  of  reference 


books.  If  you  are  interested  in 
acronyms,  initialisms  and  abbre- 
viations, they  offer  a dictionary 
for  $54.00.  The  Author  Biographies 
Master  Index  includes  1,177  pages 
and  covers  two  volumes  and  is  priced 
at  $72.00  for  the  set.  Book 
Publishers  Directory  covers  more  than 
3,400  entries  and  is  priced  at 
$85.00.  Contemporary  Authors 
encompasses  details  about  56,000 
writers.  The  four  volumes  are  sold 
as  a unit  for  $48.00. 

In  addition,  there  are  other  books 
too  numerous  to  mention  that  may  be 
of  interest.  Drop  them  a line  for 
data . 

* * 

MEET 
YOUR 

NEW  MEMBERS 

JOSEPH  E.  BOLING  - Sponsored  by 
Carlton  F.  Schwan  - New  member  Boling  is 
very  qualified  having  been  represented  in 
the  Banknote  Reporter  and  World  Coin  News 
in  addition  to  having  co-authored  with 
Schwan  the  1978  World  War  II  Military 
Currency  book.  He  is  a member  of  many 
organizations  including  SPMC,  SIN,  ANA, 

IBNS  (life  member  8)  and  numerous  state 
and  local  organizations.  His  numismatic 
speciality  is  the  area  of  Japan  and  Korea. 

He  is  a recognized  contributor  to  major 
catalogs  of  his  specialty  and  his  non- 
numismatic  classification  is  a U.S.  Army 
officer  in  the  area  of  administration. 

We  welcome  this  specialist. 

MARK  A.  KELLNER  - Sponsored  by  Trey 
Foerster  - Mark  is  the  publicist  for  the 
British  Royal  Mint;  and  while  primarily 
regarded  as  an  expert  in  the  world  of 
philatelies,  he  has  expanded  his  interest 
into  numismatics  and  has  been  represented 
in  the  Canadian  Coin  News  in  addition  to 
other  publications.  His  press  releases 
are  informative  and  interesting  enough  to 
make  Guild  members  who  write  coin  columns 
happy  to  receive  them. 

Incidentally,  if  you  do  not  have  the 
British  Royal  Mint's  free  binder  to  retain 
the  press  releases,  you  are  overlooking  an 
excellent  way  to  store  needed  material. 

You  can  contact  Mark  at  the  British  Royal 
Mint,  128  Passaic  Avenue,  Fairfield, 

New  Jersey  07006. 
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Meet  Your  New  Members ... Cont 'd . 


VICTOR  RUSS  - Automatically  eligible 
because  of  his  column  in  the  Danbury  News- 
Times  and  the  Waterbury  Republican  - Victor 
is  an  expert  in  the  stamp  covers  and  coin 
field.  His  columns  range  through  the 
hobby  and  this  is  probably  one  of  the  first 
instances  where  a columnist  qualifies  as  a 
PNC  — in  this  instance,  philatelic-jnumis- 
matic _co-author  (?).  His  preference  is 
the  specialized  field  of  our  first  presi- 
dent George  Washington  and  his  non-numis- 
matic  profession  is  a personnel  specialist 
recruiter . 

Russ  is  constantly  striving  for  improve- 
ment and  to  be  more  effective.  He  feels 
that  Guild  members  may  be  able  to  assist 
him  in  that  laudable  goal. 


B.  MICHAEL  THORNE  - Sponsored  by  Arnold 
Jeffcoat  - Thorne  has  been  represented  in 
Numismatic  News  and  his  preference  is  U.S. 

material.  He  is  a fulltime  professor  of 
psychology  at  Mississippi  State  University. 
Thorne  obviously  deals  in  every  aspect  of 
emotion  and  it  would  be  intriguing  to 
trace  the  motivations  that  produce  collectors. 

Among  his  articles  in  Numismatic  News  is 
one  titled  "Changes  in  Alloys  and  Increased 
Mintages  Result  in  Modifications  of  Collec- 
tor Habits".  The  title  is  a mouthful  and 
the  article,  an  interesting  eyeful. 

* * * 


JOIN  THE  GUILD  AND  BE  FAMOUS! 

The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild 
was  contacted  by  producers  of  a 
new  game  show  which  will  appear 
on  major  television  in  the  not 
too  far  off  future.  A numismatist  residing 
in  the  Los  Angeles  area  was  needed  for  the 
initial  program  which  will  be  hosted  by 
Buddy  Hackett.  A list  of  members  were 
submitted  to  the  producer  and  chances  are, 
you  will  be  seeing  one  of  our  members  in  a 
show  untitled  thus  far  but  resembling  "You 

Bet  Your  Life"  of  another  era. 

★ ★ ★ 


lation  newspapers)  with  a circula- 
tion of  100,000,  those  with  100,000 
and  up,  and  a third  group  consist- 
ing of  syndicated  writers . The 
latter  category  includes  any  column- 
ist appearing  in  more  than  one 
newspaper  on  a regular  basis,  whether 
syndicated  or  not. 

Please  forward  three  examples  of 
columns  and  indicate  circulation 
group.  Send  them  to  Lee  Martin, 

Box  667,  Beaumont,  CA  92223. 

* 


CENT  SHORTAGE 

Once.  again  the  lack  o ft  "pennies"  lt> 
being  publicized.  Obviously , hoarding  o{y 
Lincolns  began  when  copper  approached  the 
breakeven  point  fior  those  who  want  to  hoard. 

But  when  one  considers  the  value  ofa 
today’s  dollar  [and  apparently  63  cents  are 
missing  out  ofi  the  buying  power  o {)  each 
one),  what  tivu  country  needs  -isn't  more 
cents  but  a good  one  cent  "penny"  that 
can  buy  something’. 

*  *  * * 


TIPOS,  . .TYPAS. .TYOPS. .TYPOS / ?//X# 


Typos,  bloopers  and  whatever  have  become 
a major  part  of  the  "Real  People"  tele- 
vision show.  One  of  your  editor's  favorite 
write-ups  and  correction  has  not  appeared 
on  the  "Real  People"  show.  Obviously  it 
has  merit. 

The  article  stated.. we  regret  the  mistake 
which  mentioned  the  San  Francisco  detective 
farce.  We  regret  the  obvious.  Obviously, 
we  meant  "the  San  Francisco  defective 
force. " 

* * * 

GETTING  PUNCHY  — In  a “Mail  Call”  re- 
sponse last  Friday  to  H Francis  Jonsberg.  of  Lagu- 
na Hills.  I wrote.  "After  40  some  years  you  learn  to 
live  with  typos,  the  crabgrass  of  the  copy  desk.” 

So  what  happened9  That’s  right  His  name  was 
punched  out  as  Johnsberg.  ard  so  emerged  in  print 
That’s  known  as  making  a point,  the  hard  way 


MAURICE  M.  GOULD  MEMORIAL  AWARDS 

The  Maurice  M.  Gould  Memorial  Awards 
deadline  has  been  extended  until  July  1 
due  to  a minimum  of  entries  and  a 
maximum  of  time  before  the  announcement 
of  the  winners  will  be  made . 

Categories  include  non-numisma t ic 
publications  (primarily  general  circu- 


AND  WHERE  D’YA  THINK  THE  SPEECHWRI- 
TERS  COME  FROM?  — “Isn’t  it  too  bad."  writes 
Viron  B Casey,  the  Mahatma  of  Anaheim,  "that  all 
the  men  who  know  how  to  run  the  country  are  busy 
cutting  hair  and  driving  taxicabs9” 

Not  all,  Viron  Many  who  lack  harboring  and/or 
hacking  (who.  me?)  skills  may  be  found  pontificat- 
ing in  print  or  polluting  the  airwaves 
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WRITING 
FOR  THE 

NUMISMATIC  INVESTOR 


By  Ted  Schwarz,  N.L.G. 

Rising  bullion  prices  have  radically 
changed  the  field  of  numismatics  in  ways  to 
which  N.L.G.  members  must  adapt  if  we  are 
to  insure  both  the  future  of  the  hobby  and 
the  markets  for  our  writing.  A hobby  in 
which  school  children  once  could  happily 
engage  themselves  is  now  a field  perceived 
by  the  general  public  as  being  primarily  a 
wealthy  adult's  indulgence.  Many  potential 
collectors  read  only  about  gold  and  silver, 
then  decide  that  the  collecting  of  medal!  ic 
art  is  now  and  ever  will  be  beyond  their 
financial  reach.  What  they  fail  to  realize 
is  the  vast  range  of  opportunities  for 
collectors,  and  this  is  something  that  we, 
the  members  of  N.L.G.,  are  in  a unique 
position  to  relate. 

The  hottest  topic  today,  and  the  one 
offering  the  greatest  potential  in  income 
for  writers,  comes  from  the  field  of  invest- 
ment. There  are  three  types  of  investors 
who  have  begun  to  dominate  the  market.  The 
first  is  the  unknowledgeabl e investor  who 
buys  gold  and  silver  bullion  almost  exclu- 
sively. Such  people  are  out  for  money  and 
comprise  the  bulk  of  the  speculators.  There 
are  individuals  who  are  looking  for  rela- 
tively short  term  gains  and  want  to  antici- 
pate fluctuations  in  the  bullion  market. 

For  such  individuals,  articles  which  might 
be  written  include  historic  studies  of  the 
demand  for  gold  and  silver,  information 
about  what  is  effecting  the  current  market 
(silver  use  in  industry,  intense  speculative 
buying  by  Bunker  Hunt,  and  other,  etc.)  and 
information  concerning  future  uses  of  gold 
and  silver,  since  the  actual  use  of  the 
metal  determines  the  long  term  potential 
for  its  value. 

The  second  type  of  speculator  invests  in 
rare  coins  because  someone  told  him  or  her 
that  this  was  a good  investment  area.  The 
person  lacks  knowledge  about  the  history 
of  rare  coins,  how  to  check  out  a dealer 
and,  in  general,  how  to  keep  from  getting 
taken.  The  individuals  involved  are 
similar  to  those  who  buy  bullion,  but  they 
like  to  think  of  themselves  as  slightly  more 
sophisticated  and  are  more  willing  to  do  a 
little  study  in  order  to  have  an  understand- 
ing for  the  field.  These  are  not  people  who 
will  truly  get  to  know  rare  coins,  but 
rather  are  individuals  who  like  to  learn  a 


little  bit  about  the  complex  subject,  then 
totally  trust  someone  else  so  that  they 
can  talk  a good  line  regardless  of  actual 
knowledge. 

The  third  investor  is  the  truly  knowledge- 
able purchaser  of  rare  coins.  This  is  an 
individual  who  has  an  appreciation  either 
for  the  history  or  the  art,  or  both.  Such 
a person  respects  his  or  her  holdings  for 
more  reasons  than  just  the  potential  change 
in  value.  Such  an  individual  may  choose 
to  never  sell  holdings  supposedly  purchased 
for  investment  or  will  sell  them  only 
reluctantly  because  the  loss  is  that  of  a 
friend,  not  just  a bank  asset. 

The  bulk  of  the  potential  readers  of 
your  articles  and  books  outside  the  hobby 
field  will  fall  into  the  first  two  categories 
of  investors.  In  order  to  reach  them,  you 
will  want  to  write  for  magazines  which  deal 
with  investment  subjects  on  a relatively 
superficial  basis.  This  means  trade  journals 
for  high  income  professionals  such  as 
doctors,  dentists,  veterinarians  and  others, 
as  well  as  specialized  magazines  for  higher 
income  readers.  The  latter  might  include 
"Playboy",  "Playgirl",  "Ms.",  "Cosmopolitan", 
"Esquire"  and  others.  Studying  publications 
such  as  WRITER'S  MARKET,  the  annually  updated 
market  guide  put  out  by  Writer's  Digest 
Books , will  give  you  some  suggestions  as  to 
where  to  go  with  such  material. 

When  you  write  about  the  bullion  and  rare 
coin  fields  for  investors  lacking  knowledge, 
it  is  important  that  you  give  them  resource 
information  for  further  pursuit  should  they 
become  serious  about  numismatics.  You  must 
honestly  warn  of  the  pitfalls  of  bullion  and 
show  such  information  as  the  way  bullion 
sales  have  historically  related  to  the  state 
of  the  economy,  rising  in  bad  times  and 
falling  in  good.  You  should  show  how, 
historically,  gold  has  been  a hedge  against 
inflation  only  because  it  traditionally 
keeps  pace.  It  is  important  that  the  reader 
see  bullion  as  more  of  a short  term  invest- 
ment if  an  assured  gain  beyond  inflation 
is  necessary  over  the  long  term. 

A second  facet  of  such  an  article  should 
deal  with  the  rare  coin  field  and  what  is 
happening  there.  It  should  discuss  the 
importance  of  finding  an  honest,  knowledge- 
able dealer,  the  necessity  of  either  the 
investor  or  the  investor's  advisor  studying 
the  historic  growth  of  each  coin  to  insure 
that  such  coins  have  not  been  victimized  by 
speculation  (the  1909-S  V.D.B.,  Lincoln 
Coin,  for  example)  or  otherwise  been  risky. 
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Writing  for  the  Numismatic  Investor.. 

Cont ' d 

Information  about  the  professional  Numisma- 
tists Guild,  the  American  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion Certification  Service  and  similarly 
essential  details  should  be  included. 

Remember  that  this  type  of  investor  should 
know  about  the  A.N.A.  and  its  library,  but 
the  person's  main  concern  will  be  with  the 
honesty  of  the  dealer,  the  accuracy  of  grading 
and  the  authentication  services.  This  is  not 
a person  who,  at  least  for  the  moment,  is 
truly  interested  in  becoming  a numismatist. 

You  are  still  writing  for  the  potential 
investor. 

The  third  type  of  investment  article  is 
probably  most  at  home  in  hobby-rel ated 
magazines.  Most  collectors  know  that  the 
$1.00  Gold  Piece  has  increased  in  value 
disproportionately  to  its  bullion  content, 
for  example.  They  probably  own  or  certainly 
have  access  to  the  Red  Book  and  have  a strong 
interest  in  understanding  the  history  of  the 
One  Dollar  Gold  Piece,  not  just  its  rise  in 
value.  When  an  extreme  rarity  such  as  the 
1804  Dollar  or  the  1913  Liberty  Head  Nickel 
goes  up  for  auction,  the  readers  of  the 
hobby  magazine  want  to  know  its  history,  not 
just  the  value  rise  as  would  be  of  interest 
to  the  speculator  or  pure  investor. 

At  the  moment  it  seems  that  the  various 
categories  discussed  will  cover  enough  areas 
to  insure  writing  assignments  and  sales  for 
many  months  to  come.  However,  taking  a look 
down  the  road,  it  is  obvious  that  we  must 
begin  expanding  into  other  areas  in  order  to 
insure  long  term  interest  in  the  hobby  and 
thus  long  term  sales  of  our  own  writing. 

One  way  is  to  begin  covering  non-precious 
metal  coins.  This  means  everything  from  the 
Lincoln  Cents,  whose  rarities  are  now  getting 
priced  out  of  hand  and  whose  long  term  storage 
is  difficult  to  certain  atmospheric  conditions, 
to  nickel,  cupro-nickel  and  aluminum  coins, 
among  others.  There  are  countless  recent 
coins  of  the  world  made  from  what  amounts  to 
junk  metal  but  whose  medal  lie  art  can  be 
every  bit  as  interesting  or  beautiful  as 
that  found  on  a silver  dollar.  Such  coins 
allow  for  historic  writing  based  on  their 
development  in  relation  to  the  economy  of 
the  country,  the  people  or  events  they 
commemorate,  and  topical  writing  based  on  the 
design.  Such  coins  can  be  collected  by  the 
lowest  budget  beginner  as  well  as  enjoyed  by 
advanced  collectors.  Such  coin  collections/  > A 
are  likely  to  become  the  mainstay  of  club  A - 
exhibits  as  well,  if  new  hobbyists  are  to 


be  encouraged  to  enter  the  field  in  the 
future. 

A second  area  to  explore  would  be  paper 
money.  The  same  appeals  which  draw  people 
to  studying  the  designs  of  coins  also 
affect  their  enjoyment  of  the  vignettes  on 
paper  money.  So  much  paper  money  is  worth- 
less that  building  a collection  for  its 
beauty  is  not  difficult.  Also,  the  growing 
investment  interest  has  resulted  in  the 
potential  for  making  money  in  this  field 
very  much  as  it  existed  in  the  area  of  coins 
close  to  30  years  ago.  Storage  may  be  some- 
what more  difficult,  but  not  by  much,  and 
the  paper  used  is  certainly  meant  to  greatly 
exceed  the  life  of  a collector  when  it  does 
not  go  into  circulation.  This  makes  it  far 
more  desirable  than  such  other  paper 
collectibles  as  comic  books  whose  maximum 
life  is  determined  by  the  high  acidity  of 
the  paper.  Even  the  collector  of  photographs 
by  contemporary  photographers,  a growing 
investment  field  which  also  involves  art  on 
paper,  has  greater  risks  because  of  the 
lack  of  permanence  of  color  dyes  and  the 
lack  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  some 
black-and-white  printers  so  that  archival 
permanence  is  not  assured  with  even  the 
more  stable  black-and-white.  It  is  only 


with  paper  money  that  the  hobbyist  can  feel 
that  with  reasonable  cautions,  the  collectible 
will  continue  to  exist  well  into  the  next 
several  generations  of  his  or  her  family. 

Another  area  would  be  the  field  of  coin 
substitutes.  Coin  substitutes  include 
gaming  tokens,  Hard  Times  Tokens,  Civil  War 
Tokens,  coin  substitutes  when  shortages 
arise  (telephone  tokens  in  Italy,  for  example), 
tokens  used  in  parking  lot  equipment  and 
similar  devices.  Some  of  these  are  merely 
different  sized  blanks  or  blanks  on  which 
very  little  information  relating  to  use  might 
be  stamped.  Others  are  as  elaborate  as  coins, 
providing  everything  from  a politically- 
oriented  slogan  to  an  attractive  or  humorous 
design.  These  are  readily  available  from 
dealers,  collectors,  junk  and  antique  stores, 
as  well  as  occasionally  from  the  companies 
whose  products  utilize  them.  Their  cost  is 
next  to  nothing  and  they  serve  as  practical 
a purpose  as  regular  coinage.  You  can  get 
into  articles  relating  to  vending  machines, 
depression  year  problems  and  numerous, 
related  situations  that  are  very  much  like 
writing  in  the  coin  field. 

^ Wooden  nickels  and  other  specific 
collector  items  fall  into  yet  another  and 
VC/,  more  narrow  category.  There  is  a strong 
^interest  in  these  fields  but  it  is  not  the 

I 
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same  interest  which  exists  with  coins  and 
paper  money.  Such  items  are  more  like 
souvenirs  in  most  cases  and  not  directly 
related  to  commercial  needs  such  as  tokens 
and  actual  coinage. 

Odd  and  curious  money  is  a specialized 
field  in  which  many  people  are  interested. 

This  can  range  from  salt  used  in  the  Ohio 
Valley  to  knife  money,  soap  money  and  other 
oddities.  This  is  a harder  field  to  collect 
in  any  given  community  because  so  few  dealers 
stock  it,  but  if  the  articles  are  placed  in 
hobby  magazines,  a number  of  the  advertisers 
are  likely  to  have  such  offerings  and  so  it 
will  not  be  difficult  for  the  collector  who 
becomes  interested  to  shop  by  mail. 

For  the  slightly  higher  income  collector, 
areas  such  as  ancient  bronzes  and  Medieval 
coinage  will  be  of  interest.  However,  you 
are  getting  into  the  range  where  an  individual 
must  be  willing  to  pay  from  $25.00  to  $50.00 
for  a relatively  common  coin  under  most 
circumstances.  Since  these  coins  have  gone 
up  in  value  over  the  years  and  may  be  a 
growing  collectible  area,  I feel  that  some 
articles  are  warranted.  Certainly  there  is 
a very  strong  interest  in  ancient  coins 
among  people  who  do  not  collect  them,  so 
writing  about  them  will  have  a broad  market 
in  the  hobby  press  regardless. 

Numismatic  writing,  like  the  hobby  itself, 
has  changed.  Arguments  over  whether  or  not 
this  is  good  are  irrelevant  because  our 
desires  will  not  alter  the  realities  which 
we  are  facing.  Silver  and  gold  coinage  have 
gone  beyond  the  reach  of  the  small  collector 
whose  interest  must  be  maintained  if  our 
hobby  is  going  to  both  continue  and  grow  in 
size.  Our  future  incomes  depend,  in  part,  on 
insuring  the  interest  of  individuals  who  cannot 
indulge  in  big  money  speculation.  By  branch- 
ing into  some  of  the  areas  discussed,  we  can 
insure  that  we  meet  the  needs  and  desires 
of  all  individuals  rather  than  just  the 

person  who  has  an  open,  unlimited  checkbook. 

* * * 

INTERESTING  NEWS  ITEM 
Bob  Lemke 

Timely  and/or  topical  features  for 
a number  of  upcoming  special  issues 
of  Numismatic  News  are  now  being 
solicited  by  Bob  Lemke,  assistant  to 
the  publisher. 

On  July  15,  a special  issue  mark- 
ing the  convention  of  the  Garden  State 


(New  Jersey)  Numismatic  Association 
will  deadline, for  publication  bear- 
ing an  August  2 dateline. 

The  News 1 A.N.A.  special  issue, 
dated  August  23,  calls  for  feature 
material  to  be  in  hand  by  August  5. 

An  issue  in  honor  of  several 
California  fall  shows  will  deadline 
on  October  1,  and  a Michigan  State 
special  issue  will  carry  a November 
11  deadline. 

Features  in  lengths  from  500  to 
5,000  words  are  invited,  especially 
those  that  can  be  tied  to  some 
numismatic  item  that  is  identified 
with  the  city  or  state  in  which  the 
show  being  honored  is  held. 

Members  may  submit  material  to 
Lemke  at  700  E.  State,  St.,  Iola, 

WI  54945.  v 

/V  k -k  \ 

TICKETS  FOR  SALE!  


Elongated  coins  will  serve 
a dual  purpose  this  year.  They 
are  admission  tickets  to  our 


annual  Bash  and  will  be  retained  as  souvenirs 
and  reminders  of  what  we  hope  will  be  one 
of  the  better  shows  in  our  history.  Price 
per  "ticket"  is  $5.00.  I'll  be  happy  to 
mail  them  to  you  in  advance.  Yes,  the 
tickets  will  be  available  prior  to  our 
meeting  in  Cincinnati  but  once  the  original 
quantity  is  gone,  that  will  be  the  end 
of  the  souvenirs  and  we  may  be  forced  to 
merely  accept  funds  at  the  door.  Why 
not  order  in  advance?  Order  from  Lee  Martin, 
Box  667,  Beaumont,  CA  92223. 

* * * 
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FURTHER  COMMENTS  ON  A STANDARD  RARITY 


GUIDE 


David  Gladfelter 

Listed  below  are  a few  comments  I 
have  received  from  members  on  the  ^4* 
proposal  that  NLG  consider  adopting 
the  Sheldon  rarity  scale  as  a standard 
rarity  scale. 

Ken  Bressett's  reaction  was  "yes  and  no" 
to  the  idea.  He  said: 

"Your  analysis  in  the  NLG  Newsletter 
clearly  states  the  problems  with  the 
current  trend  of  authors  using  a variety 
of  systems.  You  also  correctly  state  why 
it  is  often  necessary  for  different 
standards  to  be  used  for  various  categories 
of  coins. 

"Publishers  would  undoubtedly  welcome 
adoption  of  a uniform  system  of  rarity 
rating  as  it  would  lessen  the  confusion 
and  need  for  explanation  of  each  unique 
scale.  Even  so  there  would  probably  always 
be  exceptions  that  would  need  special 
treatment  for  some  reason. 

"The  Sheldon  scale  works  well  with  many 
series  of  coins.  I prefer  to  use  it  as 
often  as  possible  because  it  is  broad 
enough  to  cover  most  situations,  and  because 
it  has  been  well  publicized  and  is  known  to 
most  collectors. 

"While  I would  have  no  objection  to  the 
establishment  of  a standard  unified  system, 

I recognize  clearly  that  some  situations 
call  for  special  attention  to  either  the 
high  or  low  end  of  a rarity  scale  and  would 
not  fit  a standard  pattern. 

"Accurately  establishing  the  rarity  of 
coins  is  something  that  can  only  be  done 
through  years  of  experience  by  a competent 
numismatist.  When  such  an  expert  feels 
that  only  a special  rarity  scale  can  express 
these  numbers,  there  are  probably  valid 
reasons  for  using  one." 

Dave  Bowers  also  had  some  thoughtful 
comments  to  make.  He  did  not  think  that 
a standard  rarity  guide  would  be  practical 
because  of  the  widely  different  kinds  of 
numismatic  materials  which  are  collected: 

"I  agree  that  a standard  rarity  guide 
would  be  useful  - but  as  many  of  the 
references  which  you  mention  were  printed 
years  ago,  the  use  of  the  widely  differing 
rarity  scales  from  the  past  is  so  ingrained 
that  it  would  probably  be  difficult,  if  not 
altogether  impossible,  to  change  them  at 
this  date. 

"Most  people  who  have  enough  interest  to 
buy  the  reference  books  themselves  also  have 
the  awareness  that  rarities  differ  from  book 
to  book.  As  you  say  in  your  own  article. 


che  type  of  rarity  scale  which  is  applicable 
to  the  California  gold  series  may  not  be 
the  type  that  one  might  need  for  common 
silver  dollars.  If  one  were  to  use  the 
Sheldon  scale  of  rarity  for  Morgan  dollars, 
everything  would  be  the  commonest  degree  - 
which  wouldn't  tell  you  anything  - you  might 
as  well  leave  the  rarity  information  out. 

"While  you  are  thinking  about  it,  consider 
that  such  terms  as  'scarce,'  'rare,'  and  so 
on,  have  different  meanings  depending  upon 
their  context.  It  probably  would  not  be 
possible  to  ignore  the  context  of  these 
words  so  as  to  adopt  a universal  system. 

For  example,  what  constitutes  a 'rare' 

Lincoln  cent  would  be  the  1914-D,  a coin  of 
which  tens  of  thousands  exist.  And,  yet, 
within  the  context  of  the  Lincoln  cent 
series  most  cataloguers  would  legitimately 
call  it  'rare',  especially  in  the  higher 
degrees  of  preservation.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  one  were  to  study  street  car  tokens  from 
the  state  of  New  York,  a piece  of  which 
tens  of  thousands  were  known,  would  be 
extremely  common  - and  in  the  context  of 
these  tokens  the  term  'rare'  would  be 
better  applied  to  a token  of  which  just  a 
dozen  or  two  were  known. 

"Anyway,  these  are  some  thoughts." 

Abe  Kosof f thought  a standard  rarity 
guide  would  create  "more  harm  than  good." 

His  reaction  was: 

"I  have  been  mulling  over  your  thoughts 
concerning  a Standard  Rarity  Scale. 
Standardization  always  seems  to  be  desir- 
able except,  what  purpose  would  it  serve? 

The  collector  of  Large  Cents  couldn't  care 
less  what  scale  was  used  for  Tokens  and  the 
Token  collector  is  not  especially  interested 
in  the  scale  used  for  Patterns. 

(Note:  The  Sheldon  scale  is  now  used 
for  both  Large  Cents  and  Patterns.  There 
is  no  standard  scale  used  for  Tokens.) 

"True,  there  are  collectors  interested 
in  more  than  one  field  of  collecting  but 
they  have  become  used  to  the  different 
scales.  Changes  of  the  kind  you  suggest  only 
cause  confusion,  in  my  mind.  Collectors 
would  be  obliged  to  convert  their  records 
from  the  old  to  the  new,  many  would  not  be 
inclined  to  bother  and  would  resent  not 
being  up  to  date  simply  because  someone 
decided  to  change  the  scale.  Coin  collect- 
ing is  not  like  keeping  an  inventory  of  nuts 
and  bolts.  I see  no  advantage  to  be  gained, 

I see  a lot  of  work  necessary  to  bring  a 
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standard  scale  into  being  and  I see  a lot 
of  confusion  arising  out  of  attempts  to 
foist  it  on  all  collectors.  If  we  had  no 
scales  at  all,  then  a new  standard  scale 
would  be  fine.  As  it  is,  I see  more  harm 
than  good." 

David  Gladf elter  said: 

"Few  NLG  members  have  responded  to  the 
suggestion  for  a standard  rarity  scale, 
and  it  appears  from  the  comments  received 
that  a practical  need  for  such  a standard 
scale  does  not  presently  exist.  Accord- 
ingly, I would  see  no  purpose  in  bring- 
ing the  idea  before  the  Board  as  a Guild 
proj  ect . 

"Barry  Uman  has  told  me  that  he 
intended  his  standard  rarity  scale  pro- 
posal to  apply  only  to  the  field  of 
Canadian  tokens,  where  it  is  gaining 
support.  The  standardization  of  rarity 
scales  may  be  a more  practical  idea  for 
particular  numismatic  fields  rather  than 
for  numismatics  generally. 

"Thank  you  for  providing  the  space  to 
discuss  this  proposal." 

* * * 


A STAR  IS  BORN 

Since  we  haven't  heard  from 
Gene  Kelly,  Fred  Astaire,  nor 
Diana  Ross,  we're  going  to  ignore 
that  group  and  ask  the  most 
cooperative,  talented  people  in 
numismatics  to  volunteer  for  a 
dangerous  mission.  Short,  funny, 
humorous,  possibly  ridiculous, 
and  certainly  ingenious  skits 
are  required.  The  length  must 
be  less  than  five  minutes., 
hopefully  two  or  three  minutes 
and  an  equal  time  for  laughs. 

In  other  words,  this  year 
we'd  like  to  concentrate  on 
humor  and  we  welcome  volunteers, 
in  fact,  we  PLEAD  for  volunteers. 
BEG  is  a more  likely  description 
but  after  all,  dignity  must  be 
retained.  No  matter  how  it's 
described,  the  Guild  is  in 
need  of  assistance  and  if  you 
would  like  to  perform,  please 
drop  Lee  Martin  a line  as  soon 
as  possibl 

HELP  MAKE 

THE  BASH 


FAVORITE  SON 

No  President  of  the 
U.S.  was  an  only  child. 


ON  THE  ROAD 

There  are  half  a million 
more  automobiles  in 
Los  Angeles  than 
there  are  people. 


HANDLE  WITH  CARE 

Benjamin  Franklin  was  cautious  in  per- 
forming his  famous  kite  experiment  in 
which  he  charged  a Leyden  jar  with  elec- 
tricity drawn  from  the  clouds.  The  first 
two  men  who  tried  to  repeat  the  experi- 
ment were  electrocuted. 


COOL  IT! 

Eskimos  use  refrigerators  to  keep  food 
from  freezing. 


FREE  NEWS 


Because  IPM  represents  clients  such 
as  The  British  Royal  Mint,  issuing  coinage 
for  dozens  of  nations,  we're  constantly 
releasing  numismatic  news  — items 
which  your  readers  will  want  to  know 
about. 

If  you're  not  already  on  our  mailing 
list,  please  write  or  call  us  today.  Photos 
of  new  coins  are  also  available,  and  our 
staff  can  and  does  handle  special 
requests. 

We’d  like  to  help  you  in  any  way  we 
can. 


128  Passaic  Avenue  / Fairfield,  NJ  07006  / USA 
201-228-5404 
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Virginia— or  bust! 

Not  all  U.S.  gold  rushes  take  place 
out  West 

There’s  one  going  on  right  now  in 
northern  Virginia  where  a “gold  belt” 
played  out  around  the  Civil  War  is 
once  again  attracting  droves  of  pros- 
pectors. 

Most  of  the  activity  is  centered  in 
the  rivers  of  Fauquier  County  where 
amateurs  can  buy  or  bring  gold  pans 
and  try  their  luck— usually  near  the 
Franklin  Mine,  the  county’s  largest 
Between  1825  and  the  Civil  War  it 
produced  $1.2  million  in  gold. 


Gold  costs  too  much 
for  S.F.  cop  badges 

A sacred  San  Francisco  police  tra- 
dition is  kaput — thanks  to  the  high 
price  of  gold. 

Until  late  last  year,  when  gold 
soared  way  beyond  $500  per  ounce, 
<any  police  force  member  who  made  it 
to  the  rank  of  inspector  or  above  was 
given  a solid  gold  police  badge.  The 
money  for  such  badges  came  out  of 
fellow  cops’  pockets. 

But  now  that  such  a badge  costs  at 
least  $1000,  according  to  San  Fran- 
cisco P.D.  badge  engraver  Michael 
Sabatino,  “Nobody  can  afford  them 
anymore.” 

Sabatino  says  the  last  gold  badge 
he  made  was  six  months  ago. 


Aussie  Writer  Captures 
Most-Unpublished  Title 

SYDNEY,  Australia  (AP)  — Bill  Gold,  with  drawers  full 
of  rejection  slips  from  British,  American  and  Australian 
publishers,  seems  to  lay  rightful  claim  to  the  title  of 
world’s  most  unpublished  author. 

The  Guinness  Book  of  World  Records  — giving  him  more 
space  than  Dame  Agatha  Christie,  the  world’s  top-selling 
author  —‘says  he  has  written  15  novels  and  3 million 
words.  That  was  based  on  6-year-old  totals.  Gold  reckons 
his  24  years  of  writing  have  produced  closer  to  8 million. 

Gold’s  latest  novel,  “One  Best  Seller,”  concerns  a 
computer  engineer  — Gold  was  a radio  engineer  — who  is 
a frustrated  but  unpublished  novelist.  The  writer  revenges 
himself  on  the  publishing  industry  by  designing  a com- 
puter to  write  a novel. 

“It  becomes  a best  seller  and  the  computer  engineer 
ends  up  on  the  board  of  the  publishing  company.  It’s  sort 
of  autobiographical,”  Gold  said. 
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De  Beers  buys  26% 
of  Consolidated  Gold 

De  Beers  Consolidated  Mines  Ltd., 
the  diamond  mining  and  marketing 
subsidiary  of  Anglo  American  Corp., 
South  Africa’s  largest  gold  producer, 
is  making  its  own  move  into  the  gold 
market. 

On  Feb.  12,  De  Beers  bought  16 
million  shares  of  Consolidated  Gold 
Fields  Ltd.;  a top  British  company 
with  extensive  gold  and  mineral 
holdings,  for  around  $304  million.  In 
addition,  De  Beers  stated  it  already 
owned  anothef  8 million  shares  and 
has  rights  to  bby  14  million  more. 

The  dramatic  disclosure  came  one 
day  after  Consolidated  asked  the 
British  government  to  find  out  who 
had  been  secretly  buying  large  blocks 
of  its  stock.  This  request  forced 
De  Beers  to  reveal  its  stake-now 
equal  to  26%-in  Consolidated’s  148 
million  shares. 

De  Beers  also  said,  “It  isn’t  seek- 
ing to  change  the  control  or  the  man- 
agement” of  the  company,  “in  which 
it  has  great  confidence.”  Mine  ex- 
perts explained  the  move  as  an  effort 
to  keep  Anglo  American’s  rivals  from 
gaining  control  of  Consolidated. 


No  end  in  sight  for 
illicit  Indian  silver 

by  D.  Wickramanayak*, 

JC-K’s  East  Asian  correspondent 

If  you  can’t  beat  ’em— join  ’em! 

That,  in  essence,  sums  up  the  pro- 
posed new  policy  toward  silver  smug- 
gling in  India  A new  rule  that  would 
lift  the  current  ban  on  silver  exports 
is  pending  before  that  country’s  Min- 
istry of  Commerce  and  Finance. 

Why  is  the  government  considering 
such  a radical  shift  in  attitude?  Be- 
cause it  knows  it  cannot  stem  the  tide 
of  illicit  silver  now  leaving  the  coun- 
try. 

According  to  the  Indian  Reserve 
Bank,  the  country  is  said  to  have 
more  than  78,000  tons  of  the  metal 
stashed  away  in  private  hands.  As  of 
early  January,  one  kilogram  of  silver 
fetched  $600  in  oil-rich  Dubai— while 
it  fetched  only  $280  on  local  market?. 
Such  price  disparities  encouraged 
widespread  smuggling. 

Illicit  exporting  isn’t  too  hard  to  do. 
In  fact,  the  law  encourages  it  Any  ex- 


port of  less  than  $2000  doesn't  even 
have  to  be  declared.  So  smugglers  are 
sending  silver  out  in  small  amounts 
by  both  sea  and  air. 

In  recent  months,  stepped  up  sur- 
veillance by  Indian  Customs  has 
stopped  some  silver  from  leaving.  For 
instance,  $64,000  worth  of  silver 
bricks  were  seized  aboard  a Pan- 
amanian vessel.  And  another  $508,000 
worth  of  silver  was  found  floating 
off-shore  waiting  for  pickup  by  an 
Arab  vessel. 

But  such  seizures  represent  only  a 
small  fraction  of  the  illegally  export- 
ed silver.  So  the  government  is  con- 
sidering a more  graceful  exit  policy 
for  the  metal. 

Ironically,  gold,  which  is  barred 
from  being  imported  into  the  country, 
will  not  be  given  any  liberalized  Cus- 
toms rules— even  though  this  metal 
poses  a much  greater  problem. 

Although  Indian  Customs  seized 
$688,000  worth  of  gold  coming  into 
India  during  1978  (up  almost  14  times 
from  1976),  officials  still  estimate 
that  $320  million  worth  of  gold  is 
smuggled  in  annually. 
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THE  ELECTION 

Board  members  serve  for  two  years 
and  are  eligible  for  reelection  for 
an  additional  two-year  term.  The 
current  Board,  consisting  of  VIRGINIA 
CULVER,  OSCAR  DODSON,  PAUL  WHITNAH, 

ABE  KOSOFF,  and  KEN  BRESSETT,  has 
done  a superb  job  and  merit  the 
thanks  of  the  members. 

Whitnah  and  Kosoff  have  now 
completed  their  second  year  and  the 
election  will  allow  their  replace- 
ments to  be  selected.  Because  Abe 
Kosoff  has  served  two  consecutive 
terms,  he  is  now  ineligible  for 
reelection.  Paul  Whitnah  remains 
eligible, having  completed  one  two- 
year  term. 

In  the  enclosed  ballot,  your 
immediate  cooperation  is  requested. 
Please  vote  for  two  and  return  to 
Virginia  Culver  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  two  individuals  receiving 
the  most  votes  will  automatically 
be  added  to  the  board  and  will 
serve  a two-year  term.  Next  year, 
three  members  will  be  selected  to 
join  the  Board. 


• • • 

JUMPING  TO  A CONCLUSION  — The  preceding 
piece  reminds  me  of  a classic  confrontation  be- 
tween an  exasperated  magazine  editor  we’ll  call 
Harry  Kiri  and  an  inventive  compositor  we’ll  call 
Dee  Fenestra 

“Even  if  a piece  of  copy  blows  out  of  a window,” 
the  editor  said,  croakingly,  “please  follow  it  " 


Titlesi  Name  calling  can  be  fun 

Wilfred  Brand  is  the  title  operations  officer  for  the  Chicago  Title 
Insurance  Co.  Because  of  the  nature  of  his  job,  he  has  access  to  millions 
of  names  in  the  company’s  computerized  file.  And  a routine  part  of  title 
searching  is  keeping  close  tabs  on  what  people  call  themselves. 

Here  are  some  of  the  names  Brand  has  come  across: 

An  Ardmore,  Okia.,  woman  who  had  tonsillitis  and  a baby  at  the  same 
time  named  her  child  Tonsillitis  Jackson.  From  that  point  on,  the  medi- 
cal names  spread  like  a disease  and  she  named  a brother  Meningitis  and 
three  sisters  were  then  named  Appendicitis,  Laryngitis  and  Peritonitis. 

Brand  has  on  file  a Honolulu  gem  dealer  who  named  his  daughters 
for  the  musical  scale:  Dodo,  Rere,  Mimi,  Fafa,  Soso,  Lola  and  Octavia. 

Lear  Jet  designer  William  Powell  Lear,  says  Brand,  called  his  daugh- 
ter Chanda  Lear. 

Brand,  whose  hobby  has  become  the  study  of  the  origins  of  proper 
names,  could  quite  possibly  publish  a book  with  all  the  unusual  names 
he  has  collected.  If  he  does,  he  might  want  to  title  the  book  "Brand 
Names." 
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NUMISMATIC  NEWS 
COINS  MAGAZINE 
WORLD  COIN  NEWS 
COIN  PRICES 
BANK  NOTE  REPORTER 
STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD 
COINS 

STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD 
PAPER  MONEY 
GUIDEBOOK  OF  FRANKLIN 
MINT  ISSUES 
OLD  CARS 
CAR  EXCHANGE 
OLD  CARS  PRICE  GUIDE 
TRUE  WEST 
FRONTIER  TIMES 
OLD  WEST 


krause  publications 

Phone  715-445-2214  lola,  Wisconsin  54945 


Reliable . 
Authoritative . 
Definitive. 

These  are  the  words  that  come  to  mind 
when  collectors  think  of  Whitman’s 
reference  books.  The  collector  and  Whitman 
are  old  friends.  For  more  than  35  years 
we’ve  been  the  source  for  dependable 
information  on  coin  and  currency  values. 
Our  books  set  the  standard  for  the  hobby. 
They  also  make  collecting  interesting  and 
fun  and  our  coin  storage  products  protect 
the  value  of  your  collection. 

Look  for  the  Whitman  signature  when  you 
want  to  be  certain. 


Western  Publishing  Company.  Inc. 
Racine.  Wisconsin 


standard  books 
on  coins  and  currency 


GOLD  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD.  By  Fried- 
berg.  From  600  A D.  to  the  present, 
with  market  values.  428  pages,  illus- 
trated, 8»/2  x 11". 


GOLD  COINS  A 

°l  the 

WORLD 
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PAPER  MONEY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

By  Friedberg.  Illustrates  all  types 
and  sizes  from  1861  to  the  present, 

with  valuations.  252  pages, 

8 1/2x11". 


Published  by 

THE  COIN  & CURRENCY  INSTITUTE,  INC. 

116  West  32nd  Street,  New  York,  NY  10001 
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U.S.A. 


COINS  + CURRENCY  + MEDALS 


K Round  The  World.. 


GOLD  + CROWNS  + PROOF  SETS 


SASE  For  Our  Bargain  Lists 

Please  Name  Your  Specialty 

MEMBER:  Life  H 110  ANA,  ANS,  PNG,  SCPN,  SPMC,  IAPN,  Others. 


live 


“Pronto  Service” 

4514  No  30th  Street  Omaha.  Nebraska  68111 
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Custom  Editions  from 
The  Franklin  Mint 


Custom-designed  commemorative  medals; 
crafted  to  your  order  and  struck  to  your  edition  limits, 
in  silver  and  other  precious  metals. 


Send  inquiries  to:  William  F.  Krieg,  The  Franklin  Mint.  Franklin  Center,  Pennsylvania  19091 

Or  call  collect:  ( 2 15 ) 459-6120. 


1980  BALLOT  FOR  BOARD  OFFICERS 


PLEASE  VOTE  FOR  TWO. 

RETURN  BALLOT  TO  Virginia  Culver,  15915  Sierra  Pass  Way,  Hacienda  Heights,  CA  91745  before 
JUNE  25. 

Members  with  an  "X"  beside  their  name  are  not  eligible  for  office  because  of  one  or 
more  of  the  following  reasons:  incumbent,  just  completed  second  term,  company  policy  of 


employer  prevents  holding  office,  bylaws  forbid 
to  be  in  office.  (This  roster  includes  members 
of  dues.) 

Aaron,  Robert  B.  _____ 

Adams,  Eva  

Ahwash,  Kamal  M.  

Akers,  David  W.  ____ 

Alexander,  David  X 

Allen,  Harold  Don  

Allenbaugh,  Carl  

Anthony,  Ray  

Apfelbaum,  Stanley  

Armitage  , E.  D.  

Bagg,  Richard  

Bailey,  Clement  F.  ___ 

Bailey,  Don  

Baker,  John  _____ 

Ball,  Douglas  B.  

Behringer,  Ralph  W.  

Bell,  R.  C.  

Beresiner,  Yasha  

Betton,  Jim  

Bieler,  James  M.  

Boling,  Joseph  E.  

Boltz,  Nelson  C.  

Boosel,  Harry  X 

Borg,  Erkki  

Bowers,  Q.  David  

Breen,  Walter  

Bressett,  Kenneth  

Brooks , Mary  

Brown,  Vernon  

Byrne,  Ray  _____ 

Calbeto,  Gabriel  _____ 

Carlson,  Carl  W.  A.  

Carter,  Mike  

Charlton,  James  E.  

Cherry,  Susan  E.  

Christensen,  William  B. 

Clute,  Stanley  

Coffing,  Courtney  L.  X 

Comstock,  Mary  B.  

Conlon,  James  A.  X 

Corson,  Allen  

Costanzo,  William  J.  

Crais,  William  C.  

Criswell,  Grover  C.  ___ 

Crumbley,  D.  L.  

Culver,  Virginia  X 

Cummings,  Michael  L.  

Curran,  Elmer  L. 


dual  role,  or  member  has  expressed  desire  »/»r 
currently  under  suspension  for  non-payment 

Davis,  Norman  M.  

DeLorey,  Thomas  K.  X 
Dodson,  Oscar  H.  X 

Dornquast,  Robert  H.  

Dow,  Dot tie  

Durst,  Sanford  J.  

Dusterberg,  Richard  B.  

Engstrom,  J.  Eric  

Faries,  C.  Belmont  

Fern,  Ronn  

Fischer,  Kurt  A.  Von  

Fisher,  Jack  H.  

Fivaz,  William  

Foerster,  Urban  

Forman,  Harry  J.  

Fraley,  Marvin  L.  

Frank,  Judith  _____ 

Froseth,  Kent  

Fuld,  Melvin  _____ 

Gabriel,  John  J.  

Ganz,  David  L.  

Gardiakos,  Soterios  

Gasparro,  Frank  

Gilmore,  Miriam  

Gilruth,  Peggy  Ellen  

Gladfelter,  David  D.  _____ 

Goldstein,  Nathan  

Grams,  Gabriel  A.  _____ 

Grunthal,  Henry  

Hackel,  Stella  X 

Haffner,  Sylvia  

Hallenbeck,  Kenneth  L.  

Hammer,  Ted  

Hancock,  Virgil  

Haney,  Thomas  V.  

Harbour,  Kenneth  

Harris,  N.  Neil  _____ 

Hatie,  George  

Herbert,  Alan  ____ 

Hessler,  Gene  

Hewitt,  Lee  _____ 

Hogan,  Patrick  D.  

Holmes,  Ralph  A.  

Hoppe,  Donald  J.  

Hoskins,  Charles  R.  

Howard,  Cloyde  P.  

Hubbard,  Clyde  

Humphris,  John  Gordon  

Hunter,  John  L.  
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Mrs.  Marion  Russell 
Coin  World 
Box  150 

Sidney,  Ohio  45365 
Dear  Margo : 

The  Guild  would  appreciate  having  the  following  printed  in 
Coin  World. 


The  annual  Maurice  M.  Gould  Memorial  Awards , co-sponsored 
by  Medallic  Art  in  conjunction  with  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild,  has  extended  the  date  for  entries  to  July  1st. 
Open  to  all  columnists  appearing  on  a regular  basis  in 
non-numismatic  publications  (primarily  general  circulation 
newspapers) , the  awards  present  trophies  and  medals  in 
three  classifications.  Columnists  appearing  in  newspapers 
with  circulation  of  less  than  100,000,  columns  100,000 
and  over,  and  syndicated.  The  latter  category  also 
includes  non-syndicated  writers  whose  column  appears  in 
more  than  one  newspaper. 

All  entries  should  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  Lee 
Martin,  Box  667,  Beaumont,  CA  92223.  Announcement  of 
the  winners  will  occur  during  the  annual  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  meeting  this  year  in  Cincinnati  on 
August  20th. 

A special  trophy  will  be  forwarded  to  the  editor  of  the 
winning  publication  and  an  additional  medal  will  be  sent 
to  the  columnist. 

Prestigious  winners  of  last  years  contest  include  Donn 
Pearlman  of  the  American  Collector;  Belmont  Faries, 

Washington  Star,  and  syndicated  writer;  Gary  Palmer, 

Copley  News. 

Sincerely, 


Lee  Martin 

Numismatic  Literary  Guild 
Newsletter  Editor 
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